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. When Prestdent Rea an named Danas attm'ney b
Tom Pauken’ to head ACT ION—-the umbrella
agency ~wh1ch oversees the Peace Corps and %

Georgetown Unxversxty, law degree from Southern
Methodist University:": Vietnam - veteran. House':
and Senate aide. Assoc:ate dtrector of the Whlte
House Fellows- program. Practlcmg attorney.
Congressional candrdate,. thce a narrow loser m
his Dallas district. - S
At first there was no opposmon.w auken sailed
-through hearings of the Senate: I:abor and Human
Resources Comrmttee, wmmng*unammous ‘ap-1
proval from'a panel whose Democratic members: |
_include- Teddwl&enmdy (Mass ),7 Don -Riegle:
(Mich.), Harrison Wilhams ((N.J) and Howard
‘Metzenbaum (Ohxo).,.g ,‘ﬁﬂww .'m, R
' Theri Senate Minority Whip-Alan Cranston (D .
Calif.) took- an active interest in the case. Two
-months earlier, it seems certain, Cranston -had
never heard the name Pauken. Now he was hmng
up opposition, . - ;: T .
~There was one issue: Pauken had been an Army’-
intelligence officer 12 years ago during his.11-
month stint in Vietnam. That, asserted Cranston,
disqualified him fromthe ACTION post. Appoint-
ment of a former intelligence officer, he argued,
‘‘endangers the lives of Peace Corps volunteers ,
and staff serving abroad.”. .. ..o o iiam B
Cranston, the seventh-ranking (of erght) ‘Demo- |
crats on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
demanded hearings to investigate Pauken’s intelli-
gence connection. Chaxrman Charles Percy (R -
Ill)qmck}yagreed -
Why was Cranston so obsessed thh the Pauken
nomination? The answer lies with Jonathan R.
Steinberg, Cranston’s -closest aide who does not -
even serve on the Foreign Relations staff. Instead,
Steinberg ' .is - minority - counsel of - the  Senate
Veterans Aff'axrs Committee, where' Cranston lS
rankmg member. , .

. A hberal 1deolc>gue, Stemberg never served m .
the military.. He did, however,’ serve ‘as. Peace
Corps deputy general counsel at the very nme
Pauken ‘was in Vietnam. It was Stemberw who l
moblhzed ‘Cranston into ‘operation.: As: Fortune
magazine noted ina 1979 ‘article that descnbed
Steinberg’s hold. over. the ‘senator:. “Stembergs
whispered words are often’ repeated by’ Cranston‘

ys sidmaTia

’ B
asifhe werea ventnloquls' s dummy. i)

= \,.umr ~

- Andwhen Panken appeared for testimony
before the Foreign Relations panel last week, -
.. Cranston was once again Stembero S dummy. e

“How did you happen to go mto mnhtary mtel-?

ligence?” Cranston demanded. . .~ =~ = ginin, ) l

- “I volunteered for United States Army servxce
‘during the: Vietnam conflict and that: is where I
was assxgned after basic training,”” Pauken rephed
h “Have you ever wsned the CIA headquarters or
“had any- connectmn with the CIA"’* Cranston
demanded.” o A T ;

Pauken explamed that as dxrector of the thte
_House Fellows program, *‘we 'visited Just about
‘every agency in the federal government,’” and that

"once, he and his colleagues had visited the CIA of-
fices. Other than that he had had no contaet thh

T epid- you pammpate in the mterrogatxon of any
North Vletnamese"” Cranston wanted to know" ‘ ’fAj

~ “Or cmlxans"”

- Pauken explamed that one of hxs responsnbthtres
‘was to analyze the Hoa-Hao, a Buddhist sect that
was influential in Vietnam’s delta. In that capac-
ity, he did interview some members of the group.: -

-~ What did you do wnth the 1nformat10n" Cran-
ston demanded o =

%] sentitto [the Army s} Strategtc Reswch and
Analys:s [ofﬁce} in Saigon.”” "o

. _Over and over, Cranston sought to lmk Pauken
"with the dreaded CIA. **You were in no ‘way in<
- volved with the CIA in operations in. Vietnam?”’
he asked. **Did you knowingly’ commumcate w:th
any ClA personnel whlle you were there?"" "~ et

.And over and over, Pauken testified that he had
not worked for the agency.. When Cranston dis-
covered . in- Pauken S file a commendatxon, e
pounced: - A : ';.7,‘,,.‘ e

L ““Would you explam, then the cxtauon of the:
Joint Service Commendation Medal that you were !
- awarded, stating that your ‘analyses provided the |
Commander,..United States Military . Assistance
Command, Vietnam, the United States Embassy, |
‘and other agencies .throughout the. intelligence
‘community with intelligence information of great
value in the counterinsurgency effort in Vietnam?”

. Pauken: I authored a major report on Truong |
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-wno was head of SRA at that time, was most ap- |

preciative of that report.. They passed it on to f

other agencies—so what?”’ ) Ce
" Cranston had no answer. -»:_;":;j’f;e-' ’ ; ;
To Sen Omn Hatch (R -Utah), Cranston s op-

Y Y

posmon was mc:edxble “When many f hrs peers i
chose. to- demonsnate agamst the policies of our <'
government, " ‘when.. many of Jhis pee‘rs left our
country for. other. lands rather than serve in our |
armed : forces, Tom Pauken" volunteer_ed and’
served his country honorably and wel ’},‘_‘; ' '.}_»_ e

s ek

Army““ was assxgned to-Vietnam and risked hxs lee
as.an ‘Army mte]hgence oft' C r H "ch argued _
would be outrageous. _'
"~ Not e everyone on the commxttee agreed Last g
week Cranston convmced five fellow Democrats— ‘;
Pell (R.L), Biden (Del.), Sarbanes (Md.), Tsongas"
(Mass. )f*a.nd Dodd (Conn.) to jom him in voting
against - Pauken’ Somehow he “also persuaded
Repubhcan Rudy Boschwitz (Minn. ) to go along.

: Onlywhen two Democrats—John Glenn (Ohio)
and Edwa:d Zonnsky (Neb )—broke with Cran-
.ston was™ Pauken’ able to squeak through the
rommxttee, 10 to 7

: “The Pauken nommatxon now goes to the Senate
floor where confirmanon is likely. But Cranston
will not give up. He has served notice that if
Pauken is approved, he will introduce 1eglslatlon
removing the Peace Corps from ACTION. "And
all because the President had the temerity to ap<

/pointtoa sngmﬁcant post a man who commiitted
the cardinal sm of servmg hns country honorably
in Vietnam. - EENRE - it
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